Tim Luke, ISA

Independent Consultant, Appraiser, Auctioneer

Tim Luke has an extensive background in the antique and collectibles field.  He is the featured appraiser on HGTV’s television show “Cash in the Attic” and has participated as an appraiser on public television’s “Antiques Roadshow.”  Before becoming an independent consultant he worked as the Director of the Collectibles Department for Christie’s auction house in New York City, NY overseeing sales in this area as well as animation art, Hollywood posters, entertainment memorabilia, sports collectibles and comic art.

During his tenure at Christie’s, Mr. Luke played an integral role in several high profile sales.  This includes the December 1991 sale of the Mint & Boxed Collection of Antique Toys realizing more than $1 million and setting a world record for a toy at auction, $231,000.  He was the driving force behind many of Christie’s most pioneering sales and helped establish markets in new collecting areas such as the first ever Pez dispenser sale in 1993, and the first ever auction comprised solely of GI Joe memorabilia and established a record of $5,750 for a GI Joe at auction.  In September 1996, Mr. Luke was the auctioneer who hammered down the Honus Wagner baseball card for a record $640,500.

Mr. Luke has been a featured writer for several publications including Antique Toy World, Teddy Bear Review, Antiques Roadshow Insider, Country Almanac, Country Decorating and AntiqueWeek.  He has appeared on the Today Show, The View, Oprah, Good Morning America, CBS This Morning, CNN, Lifetime Television, and the Discovery Channel.  He has conducted lectures on the history of toys, collecting and auctions along with being frequently invited to events around the country to appraise collectibles.  As an independent auctioneer, he has exclusively presided over toy sales for Bertoia Auctions where in May of 1998 a mechanical bank was sold for a record setting $426,000.  Mr. Luke has also served as charity auctioneer for such organizations as the American Cancer Society, The Don Shula Foundation for Breast Cancer Research, the American Foundation for AIDS Research, and The Hudson Valley Children’s Museum.

Mr. Luke resides in Florida, where he co-owns an auction and appraisal business, TreasureQuest Appraisal Group, Inc.  TreasureQuest has handled the liquidation of many estates and collections throughout the years.  Highlights include the sale of 6 hard plastic Madame Alexander dolls for a record setting $75,000, a 1906 Newcomb pottery vase that sold for $22,000 and a silver collection form a Key West, FL estate.   

As an author, he has written two books on the history of toys, dolls and bears entitled “Toys from an American Childhood” and “Insiders Guide to Toy & Game.” Mr. Luke is a contributing editor to Antiques Roadshow’s second book entitled “Twentieth Century Collectibles” and is an accredited member of the International Society of Appraisers.  A native of Cleveland, Ohio, Mr. Luke holds a Bachelor of Arts in Communications from John Carroll University.

